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he assisted several of the mutinous officers, who were in
pecuniary difficulties, to return to England after their
dismissal. He considered that every one connected
with him was entitled to share in his good fortune, and
ifc is computed that he gave away one-sixth of his
wealth to his relations and friends. His noble gift of
Meer Jaffier's legacy to the hospital at Poplar enabled
provision to Ibe made for the worn-out soldiers of the
Company.
Olive, whose character was rapidly developed in the
rude school of war, soon gained an ascendency over all
around him, and raised himself early in life, by sheer
force of talent, to a foremost place in the nation. He
gives the impression of a man who had set before him-
self a high ideal, and who acted up to it according to
his lights 3 a man of indomitable courage, iron deter-
mination, and extraordinary energy, who pursued the
immediate object in view with undoubting confidence
and unflLinching resolution. He possessed a well-balanced
mind, which was never led astray by the promptings of
ambition or the intoxicatioli of success; and a warm
temper, apt to provoke hostility and quick to take
offence, which was always kept under the most perfect
control. He may have committed errors, he may some-
times have been mistaken in his policy, but he was
animated by a high sense of honour and duty, and by
a passionate love of England. In all that he did he
was honest, sincere, and straightforward, and because
he was so, he was hated and misunderstood. Even
in the most questionable action of his life, the fabric-
ation of the fictitious treaty to deceive Omichund,
he attempted no concealment. The fact was recorded